                                                          Lesson 6 – “Voting in person Social Story” teacher notes.
 Making voting easier for everyone



Equipment
· Exercise books
· Tablets (optional)
· Mini whiteboards (optional)
· Easy Read 6: Voting in Person (optional)
· Arts and crafts materials to create a mock polling station or post‑box (optional)
Slide 2 – Ground rules
Revisit the class rules to ensure a respectful environment. This lesson focuses on the practical steps of voting in person, so learners may have questions or worries. A calm, supportive atmosphere helps everyone participate.
Suggested rules:
· We take turns – everyone can share their opinion.
· We treat all opinions as important.
· We listen and use respectful words if we disagree.
Slide 3 – Recap
Learners recap key words and ideas from previous lessons. This helps activate prior knowledge before exploring the voting‑in‑person process.
Optional alternative tasks
· Picture recall: Provide images of key concepts (poll card, ID, polling station). Learners choose one and explain it.
· Quick quiz: Use mini whiteboards for short recall questions.
· Matching task: Learners match key words to simple definitions.
Slide 4 – Now / Next
Introduce the structure of the lesson using a simple “Now / Next” visual. This helps learners understand what to expect and reduces anxiety.
· Now: Watch a video about voting in person.
· Next: Look at each step in more detail and ask questions.
Optional alternative tasks
· Visual timetable: Display icons for “video”, “discussion”, “activity”.
· Learner‑led explanation: Ask learners to predict what they think will happen in the video.
Slide 5 – Voting in person video
This video covers every step in the Voting in Person Easy Read social story. It is designed to be clear, accessible, and reassuring.
Optional alternative tasks
· Pause‑and‑check: Pause after each step and ask learners to summarise what happened.
· Step sequencing: Provide screenshots from the video for learners to put in order.
· Mini whiteboard reflections: Learners write or draw one thing they learned from the video.
Slides 6–10 – Easy read activity (optional)
Learners work through the Easy Read document together. This reinforces the steps shown in the video and allows time for questions.
Optional alternative tasks
· Read‑together: Teacher reads aloud while learners follow.
· Highlighting task: Learners highlight key steps (e.g., “show ID”, “get ballot paper”).
· Matching definitions: Learners match each step to a picture card.
· Partner discussion: Pairs discuss which step they think is the most important and why.
Optional Extension – Polling station postcode lookup
Use the Electoral Commission postcode lookup tool to find the nearest polling station. Learners can then plan:
· How they would get there
· What time they might go
· What they would need to bring
Optional alternative tasks
· Route drawing: Learners draw a simple map from home to the polling station.
· Checklist creation: Learners create a “What I need on voting day” list.
· Travel planning: Learners choose whether they would walk, take a bus, or go with a trusted adult.
Optional extension – Create a polling station and vote
Learners create their own polling station using classroom materials. This is a highly engaging way to practise the steps of voting in person.
Ideas include:
· A table for “polling staff”
· A cardboard ballot box
· A privacy booth made from folders
· Ballot papers
· ID checking station
Learners can take on different roles:
· Voter
· Polling station staff
· Greeter
· Ballot box attendant
Optional alternative tasks
· Role‑play cards: Provide simple role cards explaining each job.
· Step‑by‑step walkthrough: Teacher narrates each step while learners act it out.
· Voting practice: Learners vote on a fun topic (e.g., favourite snack, best pet).
Additional support
Local elections teams may be able to help set up a practice vote at a polling station or provide materials. The Electoral Commission postcode lookup tool can help identify who to contact.
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