                                                                               Topic 3 – “Registering to vote” teacher notes.
 Making voting easier for everyone


Equipment
· Exercise books
· Tablets or laptops (optional)
· Printed screenshots (optional)
· Printed registration form (optional)
Slide 2 – Ground rules
Revisit the class rules to ensure a respectful environment. Voting and registration can feel personal, so it’s important to remind learners that everyone’s views matter.
Suggested rules:
· We take turns – everyone can share their opinion.
· We treat all opinions as important.
· We listen and use respectful words if we disagree.
Slide 3 – Vocabulary bingo
Learners draw a 6‑box grid and choose six words from the list (e.g., UK, Democracy, Government, Prime Minister, Cabinet, Parliament, MPs, Party, Local Authorities, Councillors, General Election). When a word is called, they explain its meaning and cross it off.
Optional alternative tasks
· Picture‑based bingo: Provide picture cards representing each word; learners choose six.
· Teacher‑led matching: Display each word with two possible definitions; learners choose the correct one.
· Small‑group support: Learners work in pairs to choose words and discuss meanings before the game begins.
Slide 4 – Bingo instructions
Learners raise their hand when a word in their box is called and explain what it means. First to cross out all six wins.
Optional alternative tasks
· Non‑verbal version: Learners point to a picture or symbol instead of giving a verbal definition.
· Definition bank: Provide a list of simple definitions learners can refer to during the game.
Slide 5 – Video recap
A short YouTube video recaps voting and introduces the idea of registering to vote.
Optional alternative tasks
· Pause‑and‑check: Pause at key moments and ask learners to summarise what they heard.
· Visual summary: Provide screenshots from the video for learners to sequence.
Slide 6 – What is registering to vote?
Explain that before voting in a UK election, you must register. This can be done online or by paper form. Show images of a person using a computer, a registration poster, and a paper form.
Optional alternative tasks
· Real‑world objects: Show a real envelope, form, or example poll card.
· Simplified explanation: “Registering means putting your name on the list so you’re allowed to vote.”
Slide 7 – What you need to register
Learners are told they need:
1. National Insurance Number
2. Postcode
3. Date of Birth
They then go to www.gov.uk/register-to-vote and follow the steps.
Optional alternative tasks
· Checklist card: Provide a small printed checklist learners can tick.
· Model demonstration: Teacher completes a fictional example on the board before learners try it.
· Partner support: Learners work in pairs to navigate the website.
Slides 8–20 – Step‑by‑step registration (optional section)
These slides walk through the online registration process with screenshots. Learners can follow along on their own device.
Optional alternative tasks
· Guided group walkthrough: Teacher completes the process on the board while learners watch.
· Paper‑based alternative: Provide a printed mock form for learners to fill in instead of using the website.
· Simplified version: Learners complete only the first few steps to understand the process without finishing it.
Slide 21 – Registering by post
Explain that learners can download a paper form if they prefer not to register online. They must post it to their local Electoral Registration Office.
Optional alternative tasks
· Sorting activity: Learners sort steps into “Online registration” and “Postal registration.”
· Envelope practice: Learners practise folding and placing a form into an envelope.
· Local office search: Learners use the website to find their local office (with support).

Slide 22-25 - Registering to vote Easy Read
Learners can work through the Easy Read document together.
Optional alternative tasks
· Read‑together: Teacher reads aloud while learners follow.
· Highlighting task: Learners highlight key words or ideas.
· Matching definitions: Provide a simplified glossary to match to the Easy Read.
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